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1. Project Details
Project Title The Jodcast

PPARC Code PP/E509673/1

Principal Applicant Nicholas Rattenbury

Institution The University of Manchester

Start Date 01/01/07

Finish Date 31/12/07

2. Size of Audience Reached
Please give your estimate of the numbers actually reached in each category
Young People:

aged 7-11

Adults: Teachers 300

11-16

16-18

General public 1400

18-21
Other Group (specify below)

Please give details of any particular group targeted (e.g. a particular ethnic group)

How did these figures compare with your target (as noted in your application)?

We expected to reach more than 1000 listeners. As per section 3 below, the number of listeners to
The Jodcast is approximately 1400, twice per month.

3. Statistical Information
If you have gathered statistical information about your project (e.g. audience satisfaction or hits on
a website) please give a summary here.
Statistical information on, and feedback from, listeners to The Jodcast was obtained from the
following sources:
(i) Online listener survey carried out over March/April 2007.
(ii) Monitoring download statistics and number of hits on The Jodcast webpage.
(iii) Monitoring ranking of The Jodcast on iTunes website.
(iv) Direct feedback from listeners via email, online feedback forms, surface and air mail.
Results from the online listener survey, listener feedback and comments are summarized in Section
4, below. The number of listeners who regularly download each Jodcast episode in its entirety is
approximately 1400. Attached is a plot showing the cumulative number of listeners per calender
day for May 2006, January 2007 and September 2007. The iTunes ranking of The Jodcast within
all Science and Nature podcasts varies from 30th to as high as 6th.

4. Outcomes
What do you consider to have been the main outcomes of your project? Please consider the extent
to which your original aims and objectives have been achieved. Where possible, give the evidence
on which your judgement is based.
As of 12 October, fifteen episodes of The Jodcast have been created during 2007. The shows were
originally produced on a monthly basis, but now are created twice-monthly; responding in part to
audience demand. The objectives of The Jodcast are:
(i) To present astronomy, space science, planetary science and cosmology to a wide audience,
satisfying the inherent interest of the general public and particularly fostering the fascination of
young people for astronomy.
(ii) To highlight the research output of UK and international scientists, showing how the UK is at
the forefront of world astrophysical and space science research.
The Jodcast has produced high-quality programmes on almost every aspect of astronomy and space
science. No limitations on the content scope of The Jodcast have been applied. Jodcast recordings
from 2007 include programmes covering astronomy and astrophysics on all scales from the
cosmological through to the microscopic, across all observational wavelengths from the radio to Xray and even including gravitational waves. Theoretical predictions and discoveries have been
presented as well as results from observational experiments, instrumentation and computation
scientists. The entire archive of Jodcast recordings is available here:
http://www.jodcast.net/archive/.
It is clear from the listener feedback and survey responses that The Jodcast is listened to by a
world-wide audience. Podcasts are available over the internet, and listeners can download each
episode regardless of distance. The Jodcast is therefore available to anyone with an internet
connection.
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5. Lessons Learned
If you were to carry out the project again, what, if anything, would you do differently?

The Jodcast is considered to be a long-term public outreach programme. We constantly monitor
and respond to listener feedback, making changes to the format of The Jodcast where appropriate.
An example of our response to listener feedback is the increase in episode frequency to two
episodes per month. One recurring request from listeners is for The Jodcast to include video
podcast segments; namely, downloadable video episodes of astronomy related topics. We are
applying for an STFC Public Engagement Small Award for funding of (i) video podcasting
equipment and production costs and (ii) the continued production of The Jodcast to expand our
existing reputation.

6. Summary
Please provide a summary (not more than 250 words) of your project which we may post on the
web for the information of others. Please include a note of any resources or materials produced
which may be made available to others, and how they may be obtained.
The Jodcast is a free, twice-monthly downloadable radio programme on astronomy and space
science, produced by astronomers at The University of Manchester's Jodrell Bank Centre for
Astrophysics.
Over two episodes each month, The Jodcast presents the latest news from the world of astronomy,
including exciting research results, events (both terrestrial and astronomical) and issues relevant
to those interested in astronomy. A regular segment on what can be seen in the night sky features
in each episode, describing objects visible during each month. Questions from listeners about
space and astronomy are answered in the 'Ask an Astronomer' segment of The Jodcast.
In addition to the regular segments of The Jodcast, special interviews with leading researchers are
presented. Past interviews ranged over all aspects of astronomy, astrophysics and space science,
covering distance scales from the microscopic to the cosmic. All observation wavelengths were
considered also, from gravitational waves in the very fabric of spacetime itself, through radio and
visible light, to x-rays and gamma-rays. Pulsars, black holes, galaxies, extra-solar planets, alien
life, exploding stars - The Jodcast has covered, and continues to follow, the most exciting
astronomy research and discoveries.
The latest issue of The Jodcast can be found at www.jodcast.net, along with all the previous
episodes. Extensive links to other sites and further reading are also given in the show notes for
each episode.

7. Feedback
Please make any suggestions as to how we might improve the PPARC Science & Society Awards
Schemes.

In addition to this report, please provide a financial statement giving a
breakdown of how the funds awarded were spent.

